
Dear NSC Delegates, 
 

Hello, welcome, and congratulations! Our names are Taylor Whitsell and Fernando 
Young, and we are beyond excited to welcome you to the most interesting and fun committee at 
the conference, the National Security Council (NSC)! The NSC is composed of high-ranking 
executive officials, serves to advise the President of the United States on matters of national 
security and foreign policy, and coordinates the implementation of national security and foreign 
policy decisions among various executive agencies and departments. 
 

Before delving into the topics and briefings, we would love to explain a bit more about 
ourselves. Taylor is a sophomore at the college studying Government. In addition to HMC, he is 
involved with the Harvard Institute of Politics and is a research assistant on the American 
Secretaries of State Project. He is passionate about studying American grand strategy, national 
security, and human rights. Originally from Danville, Kentucky, he is also an avid runner, chips 
and salsa lover, and Shonda Rhimes addict. 
 

Fernando Young is a senior staffer in the committee, and he is looking forward to being a 
part of an amazing experience with you at HMC. He is a sophomore living in Kirkland House, 
and much like yourself, he also was a delegate in Harvard Model Congress throughout high 
school. For him, Model Congress was a highlight in his extracurricular life, and the always 
looked forward to attending the conferences to be part of something larger. He hopes that HMC 
will be as fulfilling and exciting as he found it! This is his second time staffing an HMCA 
conference, and his fifth HMC conference attended. 
 

Now that you have gotten to know us and a little bit about the NSC, we briefly want to 
touch on the briefings. We have two topics that we will be discussing in committee. The first 
briefing concerns nuclear disarmament, while our second briefing addresses the Disposition 
Matrix, a database used by the United States to execute targeted killings against suspected 
terrorists. Both will require you to think creatively, critically and carefully to develop the best 
solutions to these issues. As the conference approaches and you begin to familiarize yourselves 
with the briefings,  please let us know of any questions or concerns that you might have. We 
hope you’re getting excited for what is sure to be an incredible HMCA experience and look 
forward to meeting you all.  

 
Sincerely, 
Taylor Whitsell and Fernando Young 
 


